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McGregor ISD Education Foundation Awards over $32,000 to 
Teachers for Innovative Projects  
McGregor, Texas (March 27, 2018) -The McGregor ISD Education Foundation recently 
awarded more than $32,000 in grant funds to support innovative teaching initiatives that 
enhance student achievement.  
 
Local business leaders and volunteers conducted a blind review of the grant applications 
submitted by McGregor ISD staff on February 20th, 2018. The following teachers received 
funding for their projects.  
 

● Tim Grace and Rebecca Reed earned $5,000 for an “Instrument Music Enrichment 
Program” for the junior high and high school campuses. The program places McGregor 
band students under the instruction of experienced musicians to improve their ability 
and confidence with their chosen instrument.  

 
● Claudia Parrott and Shari Thompson earned $5,000 for “Nspire to Inspire” for the high 

school campus. The program allows students to collect, analyze and apply data using 
TI-Nspire calculators.  

 
● Debbie Snyder earned $4,500 for “Technology Infused Visual Artwork” for the high 

school campus. The grant will furnish mobile tablets for art students to use when 
creating fine art, paintings and drawings.  

 
● Dawn Ramos, Larona Clark, Kevin Hughlett and Shelly Ball received a $3,700 grant for 

“Reading Pens” for the junior high and high school campuses. The grant will furnish 
portable scanning devices to help students improve reading skills.  

 
● Jennifer Scott and Melissa Houchin earned $3,500 for “STEM Learning with LEGOs” at 

the primary campus. With the program, kindergarten and first grade students will use 
LEGO kits to improve performance in science, technology, engineering and math.  

 
● Jennifer Scott earned an additional $900 for “Build It to Learn It” at the primary campus. 

The program allows kindergarten students to use LEGO simple machine kits to improve 
performance in science, technology, engineering and math.  

 
● Michelle Lenamon earned $2,700 for the “McGregor Reads One Book” program at the 

elementary campus. The program seeks to encourage literacy and establish a love of 
reading by inviting students, staff and families to read the same chapter book.  
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● Barbara Morgan, Samantha Gee, Kathryn Fidler, Jamie Taylor and Kristy Barton earned 

$2,500 for “Make Our Space an Engaging Place” at the elementary campus. The grant 
will allow the elementary campus to expand their current Makerspace, a lab where 
students take a hands-on approach to implement design solutions for real-world 
problems. 

 
● Kendra Miller earned $1,500 for “Taking Our Lab to the Next Level” at the junior high 

campus. The grant will furnish a digital microscope and plant growth stimulating lights 
for science classes.   

 
● Jennifer Millsap earned $1,200 for “Making the Makerspace More” for the junior high 

and high school campuses to expand their current Makerspace labs.  
 

● Jennifer Millsap and April Ocampo also earned an additional $500 for “Makerspace 
Software Programming and Robotics Project” at the high school campus. The grant will 
expand the robotics accessible to students in the high school Makerspace lab.  

 
● Michelle Fisk earned $1,000 for “Communication Acquisition with Technological 

Innovations” at the high school. The project includes the use of technology to learn and 
master language skills in Speech and Life Skills classes.  

 
● Stephanie Kinslow earned $600 for “Building Math Skills Through Games” at the junior 

high campus. The grant will furnish a game-based math program to improve integer and 
rational number operations.  

 
The foundation wishes to congratulate these awardees and thank them for their dedication to 
the students of McGregor.  
 
“There was genuine excitement in the air last Tuesday when the McGregor ISD Education 
Foundation Board of Directors presented thirteen grants to teachers on all four campuses. The 
$33,000 we gave this year is nearly double what we were able to give in our first year,” 
commented McGregor ISD Education Foundation Board Chair, Terry Arp. “This foundation is 
possible because of the generosity of our businesses, caring citizens and McGregor ISD faculty 
and staff. Our goal is to enhance the learning experience in our schools and to attract new 
families who will be proud to call McGregor their home.”  
 
Arp added, "The board of directors would also like to extend a special thank you to the donors 
that joined us during the awards presentation - Terry Sloan of Rocket Federal Credit Union and 
a representative from SpaceX. The work of the foundation is made possible thanks to the 
continued generosity of these donors and many other contributors throughout the greater 
McGregor community." 
  
Reflecting on his second year to award grants with the foundation Board of Directors, Terry 
Sloan of Rocket Federal Credit Union remarked, "Education is about more than just teaching 
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facts and figures, it is about teaching imagination. These grants help our teachers do that and 
Rocket Federal Credit Union could not be prouder to help in that endeavor."  
 
 
About McGregor ISD Education Foundation  
 
The McGregor ISD Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization governed by a 
volunteer board of directors. The foundation is a separate legal entity from the school district 
and is governed by state and federal law.  
 
The foundation solicits, manages and distributes funds for enrichment purposes in programs 
areas not funded by tax dollars. Foundation programs promote educational excellence and 
enhance lifelong learning for the students of McGregor ISD.  
 
Contributions to the McGregor ISD Education Foundation can be mailed to: 
McGregor ISD Education Foundation 
P. O. Box 294 
McGregor, Texas 76657 
 
To make a donation in honor or memory of a loved one, please call (254) 840.2828.  Donations 
are tax deductible and gifts of any amount are greatly appreciated. 
 
For more information about the McGregor ISD Education Foundation, contact Amy LaBrie at 
(254) 840.2828 or alabrie@mcgregor-isd.org 
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